
LOBBYISTS, LOBBYING AGENTS, AND LOBBYING ACTIVITIES (EXCERPT)
Act 472 of 1978

4.417 Registration forms; filing; contents; failure to register; late registration fee; penalty;
notice of termination.
Sec. 7. (1) Not later than 15 days after becoming a lobbyist, a lobbyist shall file a registration form with the

secretary of state. The registration shall contain the following information:
(a) The name and office address of the lobbyist.
(b) The name and address of each person employed, reimbursed for expenses which exceed $10.00, or

compensated by the lobbyist for lobbying in this state.
(c) The name, address and nature of business of a person who gives compensation to or reimburses the

lobbyist or the representative of a lobbyist for lobbying.
(d) The fiscal year of the lobbyist.
(2) Not later than 3 days after becoming a lobbyist agent, a lobbyist agent shall file a registration form with

the secretary of state. The registration form shall contain the following information:
(a) The name and office address of the lobbyist agent, if the lobbyist agent is not an individual.
(b) The name, permanent residence address, and office address of the lobbyist agent, if the lobbyist agent is

an individual.
(c) The name and address of each person employed, reimbursed for expenses which exceed $10.00, or

compensated by the lobbyist agent for lobbying in this state.
(d) The name, address, and nature of business of a person who gives compensation to or reimburses the

lobbyist agent or the representative of a lobbyist agent for lobbying.
(3) A person who fails to register under subsection (1) or (2), shall pay a late registration fee of $10.00 for

each day the person remains not registered in violation of subsection (1) or (2), not to exceed $300.00. A
person who is in violation by failing to register as required by this section more than 30 days is guilty of a
misdemeanor, and shall be fined not more than $1,000.00.

(4) A lobbyist shall file a notice of termination with the secretary of state within 30 days after ceasing
lobbying, but this will not relieve the lobbyist of the reporting requirements of this section for that reporting
period. A lobbyist agent shall file a notice of termination with the secretary of state within 30 days after
ceasing to lobby for a lobbyist.

History: 1978, Act 472, Eff. June 16, 1981.

Constitutionality: In Pletz v Secretary of State, 125 Mich App 335; 336 NW2d 789 (1983), the Michigan Court of Appeals upheld
all portions of 1978 PA 472 from facial attack except for “the disclosure requirements contained in MCL 7(1)(c) and 7(2)(d) and except
for failure to provide an exemption for religious institutions.” Further, the Court of Appeals held that “the parts of the statute held to be
invalid, namely MCL 7(1)(c), which requires registrants to disclose the identities of persons who contribute to their lobbying
organizations, and MCL 7(2)(d), which imposes similar disclosure duties upon lobbyist agents, may be severed and separated from 1978
PA 472 because the remainder is consistent with the aim of the Legislature to regulate lobbyists, lobbyist agents, and lobbying activities.”
Leave to appeal and cross-appeal denied September 21, 1983. Pletz v Secretary of State, 417 Mich 1100.20 (1983).

Popular name: Lobby Act
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